
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR,

THE CLOROX COMPANY
850 - 42ND AVENUE
OAKLAND, ALAMEDA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San
Francisco Bay Region, (hereinafter called the Board), finds
that,

1. 'rhe Clorox Company, hereinafter called the discharger, by
application dated December 12, 1985 has applied for issuance
of waste discharge requirements.

2. The discharger's site occupies one block in an
industrialized area of Oakland at High Street, about 0.4
miles east-northeast of the Alameda-Oakland Estuary
(Attachment 1).

3. The discharger began a site investigation in 1980 in order
to satisfy Federal Resource Conservation Recovery Act (RCRA)
requirements. Through the course of this investigation,
elemental mercury was discovered in fill soils beneath the
site. Elemental mercury was used at the facility in
concrete cells to manufacture chlorine and sodium hydroxide
for liquid chlorine bleach during the years 1919 to 1957.
Old cells which had become inefficient were crushed and a
retorting process employed to recover mercury. Concrete
remnants from the cells, after retorting of mercury, were
used as fill material in some areas on the plant grounds
from 1919 to 1945. In 1957, the discharger stopped
producing chlorine bleach in this manner for economic
reasons o

4. Approximately 3000 pounds of elemental mercury are estimated
to exist beneath the plant (Attachment 2). The site is
virtually sealed from the surface environment by concrete
floor slabs in plant buildings and by paved parking areas.
A maximum of about 18 pounds of mercury are estimated to
have migrated off-site in shallow groundwater since
production began at the plant in 1919. Approximately 28
pounds of mercury are contained in the groundwater on-site.






















